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and helping him to grow in number ability. The year's
achievement should be estimated in terms of individual
growth. Hildreth 3S suggested an initial check on the fol-
lowing accomplishments:
Counting by 1's, 2's, 5's, 10's, and other groupings if the child
shows proficiency in this exercise.
Addition combinations to ten or over.
Simple oral reasoning problems.
Telling time.
Measuring in inches.
Writing numbers.
Illustrating the meaning of number terms including one-half,
one-third, one-fourth.
The learnings of the second grade should merge into
accomplishments at the third-grade level. The class activities
still provide experience with number and problems to solve.
Progress should be expected in a clearer idea of number
concept, increased ability to estimate the approximate answer
to a problem, more skill in reading material involving num-
bers, and greater speed and accuracy in computation and
problem solving.
THE   PROBLEM   OF   FAILURE
In traditional school systems which promote on the basis
of achievement the largest percentage of failure occurs in
the first two grades, and the percentage of non-promotion
diminishes until the pupils reach senior high school.39 The
concept of placement on the basis of arbitrary standards of
accomplishment is gradually being replaced by the concept of
placement for the best adjustment to individual needs and
capacities. With the latter point of view retardation rarely
appears to be the best adjustment to make for a particular,
^ child. Either the repeating experience is in itself unfor-
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